
HONEYDEW FERAL COLONY 

 

 

 

Recently I was asked to come and asses a feral colony in honeydew and help get it under 
control. The colony, which is mostly consisting of young adults and kittens, has grown to a 
population of about 30 cats. They are living in the bush surrounding a restaurant.  
Luckily, the new manager called me as he is worried about the cats and wants to improve 
their lives. The owner of the restaurant wants nothing to do with the cats and will definitely 
not be helping with this project.  
 
 

 
Assessment: 

 

We saw many kittens which have snuffles, lots of interbreeding causing deformities, disabled 
cats and most scary of all- MANY heavily pregnant females. 
 
The cats keep to themselves generally and the odd ones that enter the restaurant are made 
welcome by the staff and customers most of the time which means they are relatively safe.  
They do however; get run over occasionally in the parking lot and in winter, they do climb 
into people’s cars and under engines which of course, presents a very dangerous situation for 
them. 
 
The new manager totally understands that the whole colony cannot be moved and is quite 
happy for a lot of them to remain there however; he is worried about the sick, pregnant and 
hurt ones. 
 
 
 

Our Plan 

 

• We hope to trap and tame the young babies giving them a chance at a domestic life. 
Obviously, this takes time, patience and care as most are feral, sick and weak. 

 

• We want to trap the pregnant females first and sterilize them... if any are homeable, 
we will certainly give them a chance at being homed but the more feral ones will be 
released back. 

 

• Over time, we would like the whole colony to be healthy and sterilized which will 
definitely help the situation but will take a lot of effort and funding. 

 

• We would like to donate good cat food occasionally to the kitchen staff which are 
presently feeding them left-over meat from the restaurant. We do not want to make 
them 100 % dependant on food from humans and of course, we can not afford to 
provide cat food to the restaurant on a permanent, on going basis, as this is not 
feasible. 

 

• We would like to construct some sort of safe/ warm enclosure which they can go in 
and out of freely… this will help with protecting them in the rain, in winter and on 
busy restaurant nights when they are in most danger from cars. 



 
 
 

What we need: 

 

• Any help with trapping. It is a hard process and the more hands, the better. 
 

• Lending or donating of traps... the more we have, the sooner we can trap and 
sterilize 

 

• Any ideas on how to construct a fairly cheap, safe structure which is not intrusive or 
too noticeable from the road or restaurant. 

 

• Donations of antibiotics to clear the snuffles (amoxycilan) and colloidal silver (herbal 
remedy) so we can put this in their water bowls and encourage immune boosting. 

 

• Bags of good cat food which the staff can give to the cats when they don’t have any 
appropriate food. 

 

• Foster homes for the kittens, permanent homes for the tamed and healthy 
cats/kittens. I think we will ideally like about 10 to remain there to protect the 
colony. Obviously, the most feral, adult and healthy ones would be first choice to 
remain. 

 

• Fundraising for this project. As you can imagine, this is going to be a costly rescue 
mission and any monetary help will be greatly appreciated.  

 

• Blankets/ bowls/ kennels 
 

 
 

Summary: 

 

If anyone can help us with this rescue mission or has any connections which can help or any 
suggestions, please contact me. If anyone is interested in coming to the restaurant to meet 
the colony, we will gladly take you. 
I will be sending an update early next week when we have trapped there at least once and 
have a better idea of what we are dealing with. Pictures and more info to follow soon. 
 
Kind regards, 
Lauren  
 

PETSAVE 

Lauren Námer 0727317397  lauren.namer@iburst.co.za  Jhb/Pta 

Foster mom, rescue and re-homing - saving one at a time..... 


